Protect Golden Triangle communities and resources

We regulate traffic, food safety and urban chickens. Surely we can regulate data centers!

Hyperscale data centers are marching on Montana. Major tech companies (like Amazon, Google, and Microsoft) as well as speculative investors have been eyeing Big Sky country as the next best place to build massive, thousand-acre, mega-watt-consuming warehouses to satisfy the expected computing power demanded by Artificial Intelligence. Some hyperscale data centers have already landed here.

A hyperscale data center is a massive computing facility designed to rapidly scale and support data storage, cloud computing, and AI workloads. A typical new hyperscale data center requires 20 to 7,000 megawatts of electricity to power up to hundreds of thousands of servers stacked across multiple warehouse-type buildings. The proposed Quantica data center campus in Broadview will cover 5,000 acres—about the size of 38,000 football fields (“You Can’t Stop This Data Center, a Mom Was Told. She Won’t Quit”. https://www.nytimes.com/2026/05/26/us/data-centers-kassi-solberg.html?unlocked_article_code=1llA.k4hc.QaJoYGpZkyPZ&smid=url-share). 

Investors are lured by the state’s vast tracts of land, and perhaps by its lack of rules for such data centers. Data centers, like AI itself, are not inherently bad or good, and we don’t oppose or encourage them on principle. But we do see reason to establish common-sense guardrails before the traffic increases, to protect our communities and our resources from unnecessary damage.

What are the concerns about unregulated hyperscale data center (HDC) development in Montana?

· ENERGY
· Residential and small business electricity rates could rise substantially, subsidizing HDCs
· Massive increases in electricity use will strain generation and grid capacity
· Gas pipelines may require costly expansion with possible rate increases for all
· Increased demand for power may drive expanded use of fossil fuels and nuclear reactors
· The opportunity to use new clean energy and battery storage may be missed

· WATER
· HDCs can consume huge volumes of fresh-water for cooling the servers
· Drawing more water from our rivers and aquifers could significantly deplete them 
· Disposal of circulated, warmed, and often chemically altered waste-water can threaten the health of those same rivers and aquifers
· Evaporative cooling, used by some HDCs, releases the water into the air, removing it from the local water supply

· COMMUNITY
· Loss of productive agricultural land
· Potentially high levels of noise and vibration 
· Light, air, and water pollution (including thermal pollution) in our communities 
· Tax breaks for HDCs often shift the tax burden to small businesses and residents
· Job creation is mostly during construction, while permanent jobs are few
· Developers and energy-providers have not often been transparent in dealings



Get out in front!

“Data centers are primarily driven by cheap power, high-speed fiber, and then favorable tax treatment, not water,” Chillcott said. “We’ve seen that water has been an afterthought for a lot of these. … It doesn’t have to be. And I think that’s the goal, should be our goal as a state and community is to really get out in front of this issue so we’re prepared.”  --Barbara Chillcott, Western Environmental Law Center, reported by Montana Free Press: Water, Energy, Land Use: Missoula data center proposal prompts questions.  https://montanafreepress.org/2026/05/21/missoula-panel-highlights-data-center-concerns/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newspack%20Newsletter%20%28266942%29&u 

If AI and data centers are inevitable, we can at least strive to get out in front and do things right. 

What can YOU do to help that along?
· Demand transparency! Ask questions! Of us, of others, of elected officials, of developers!
· Read more about HDCs:
· Data Centers: Threats to Water and Energy Bills -  https://meic.org/data-centers
· DATA CENTERS: AI INVADES MONTANA -  https://northernplains.org/data-centers 
· Join a group looking for solutions (see organization links below)
· Attend an action opportunity on data centers
· Our next one is Tuesday, July 21.
· Ask your elected officials to contact the Public Service Commission (PSC) to 
· Create separate rate classes and tariffs for energy customers with very large loads
· Safeguard current energy customers from the adverse effects of servicing new large load customers
· Demand transparency in contracts between energy providers and data center operators
· Ask local officials for a moratorium on new hyperscale data centers until such time as state and/or local regulations are in place to govern them
· Insist that zoning rules be established for hyperscale data centers
· Sign the MEIC No Data Centers Without Regulations petition      https://meic.org/bill-tracker/#/247 )


Organizations working to protect our community and our resources
Golden Triangle Resource Council (GTRC)  
https://northernplains.org/affiliates/golden-triangle-resource-council 
Northern Plains Resource Council (NPRC)  
https://northernplains.org 
Citizens for Clean Energy (CCE) 
	https://ccemontana.org 				 
Montana Environmental Information Center (MEIC) 
	https://meic.org 
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