
2022 Annual Meeting 

November 11-12, 2022
DoubleTree Hotel, Billings
Register using the form inside this brochure, by calling (406) 248-1154, 
or online at NorthernPlains.org/Annual-Meeting.

Keynote Speakers:
John Boyd
President, National Black 
Farmers Association

Jim Nelson
Retired MT Supreme Court Justice

After a half century of 
protecting Montanans’ 
right to a clean and 
healthful environment, 
this year Northern 
Plains is Bringing 
Democracy Home.

Join us as we 
celebrate the 
Montana Constitution 
and discover the 
many ways in which 
democracy creates 
stronger communities 
and enhances our 
everyday lives. 



Northern Plains’ 
51st Annual Meeting

It’s almost time for our favorite gathering of fun, fellowship, and 
learning! This year marks Northern Plains’ 51st Annual Meeting, 
and we have lined up movers and shakers from throughout 
Montana and across the country to help us commemorate the 
occasion. 

After two years of virtual gathering, we are thrilled to be back 
in person! This year is a wonderful opportunity to re-connect 
with folks from across Montana face-to-face. We will also be 
offering a virtual option via Zoom in order to accommodate 
and encourage all forms of participation. Whether you attend in 
person or through Zoom, we are so glad to have you. Join us as we 
explore pressing and important topics central to our organization: 
mining and renewables, corporate monopolies in agriculture, and 
celebrating the women leaders of Northern Plains. 

It’s also your best opportunity to get to know one another 
better, learn together, and toast a year where our people made a 
difference for Montana. Plus, we’ll have plenty of entertainment, 
opportunities for connection, and a great silent auction with one-
of-a-kind Montana homemade goods, local art, getaways, and 
more. We hope to see you there!

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MEMBERSHIP
This is the business meeting portion of the Annual Meeting when we debate and adopt policy 
resolutions to guide our work. Being a member means you have the right to vote on policy 
resolutions that help guide Northern Plains’ work in the year ahead. Results of elections for 
officers and at-large Board delegates will also be announced.

Resolutions not submitted to the Resolutions Committee by October 14 will need a vote of the 
membership before being considered. If you wish to introduce a resolution at the Annual Meeting, 
the members present need to vote to add it to the meeting agenda. You also need to bring 
enough copies of your draft resolution so that everyone can have one to reference during debate.

Because policy resolutions undergo many changes during the course of debate, you must be 
present at the Meeting of the Membership in order to vote on resolutions.

DEADLINES
October 27
• Nominations due for Bob 

Tully and Mary Donohoe 
awards. Contact Caleb at  
(406) 248-1154 or  
caleb@northernplains.org. 

November 10
• Election ballots must be 

received at the Northern 
Plains’ office by this date, 
in person or by mail. 

• Registration deadline for 
in-person attendees. Please 
note: online registration for 
in-person attendance will 
close Thursday, November 
10 at 4 pm in order for 
us to properly prepare for 
attendance at all sessions. 
You can still register for in-
person attendance after this 
time at the DoubleTree.

November 12
• Online registration for 

virtual attendees closes on 
Saturday, November 12 at 
noon.



John Boyd is a prominent defender of civil rights 
and president of the National Black Farmers 
Association. A fourth generation farmer, John 
founded the NBFA in 1995 after experiencing the 
US Department of Agriculture’s discriminatory 
practices firsthand and learning other Black farmers 
faced similar discrimination. Now, the NBFA 
advocates for Black farmers’ rights across America. 
Boyd is a past nominee for the NAACP’s highest 
honor, the Springarn Award, and formerly served as 
an agricultural advisor for the state of Virginia. 

Jim Nelson is a 
long-time civil 
rights advocate 
and proponent 
for an impartial 
justice system. 
He served as an 
associate justice 
on the Montana 
Supreme Court 
from 1993 to 2012. 
Prior to joining the 
Montana Supreme 
Court, Jim 

represented individuals, small businesses, ranchers, 
farmers, and worked on oil and gas matters in 
private practice. He also served as the Glacier 
County Attorney for 14 years. Since his tenure 
as a Supreme Court justice, Jim has taught as an 
adjunct professor at the University of Montana 
School of Law and currently serves on the legal 
advisory committee of FreeSpeechForPeople.org.

Keynote Speakers: 
John Boyd & Jim Nelson

CALL FOR AWARD NOMINATIONS:
Bob Tully Spirit Award 
Named after one of Northern Plains’ founding members, the Bob Tully Spirit Award recognizes an 
exemplary leader who has displayed courage, strategic thinking, and a sense of humor in longtime 
service to Northern Plains. 

Mary Donohoe “Tell It Like It Is” Award 
Mary Donohoe was a longtime member well-known for her spirited determination and her 
willingness to speak up for Northern Plains. This award recognizes a member who, in the past 
year, wasn’t afraid to tell it like it is.  

Nominations must be received in the Northern Plains office by October 27.

Email nominations to caleb@northernplains.org or call (406) 248-1154. Please provide a brief 
explanation for why you think the nominee deserves the award.



Friday, November 11, 2022

12:00 PM   Registration opens
1:00 PM  Meeting of the Membership*
4:30 PM  Cocktail Hour and Dessert Raffle
5:30 PM  YVCC Cowboy Supper
7:30 PM  Theater of the West/Staff Skit

Schedule

Saturday, November 12, 2022
9:30 AM  Registration opens
10:00 AM  Opening Remarks 
10:15 AM  Session I: Mining and Renewables*
11:15 AM  Break
12:00 PM  Keynote: John Boyd*/Lunch/Affiliate Awards
1:30 PM  Break
2:00 PM  Session II: Corporate Monopolies in Agriculture*
3:00 PM  Break
3:30 PM  Session III: Celebrating Women Leadership at Northern Plains*
4:30 PM  Mary Fitzpatrick on Planned Giving*
4:40 PM  Announcements, Childrens’ Parade
5:00 PM  Cocktail Hour
5:30 PM  Keynote: Jim Nelson*/Dinner/Bob Tully and Mary Donohoe    
   Awards/Evening Festivities
7:00 PM  Silent Auction Closes
7:45 PM  Annual Meeting Adjournment

*Programming available 
for remote attendees. 

Bring the kids!
We will have onsite childcare 
available at the DoubleTree Hotel 
(free, with donations appreciated). 
Interested? Contact Effy at 
(406) 248-1154 or email 
effy@northernplains.org.



Mining and Renewables
During this session, we will explore the impacts 
of renewable energy production, focusing on hard 
rock mining and the precious minerals needed 
to build solar panels and other renewable energy 
technology. This is an opportunity to grapple with 
questions surrounding the ethical and environmental 
considerations of the energy transition, and 
learn about the innovative ways  in which we are 
transforming our grid system to address climate 
change.

Corporate Monopolies in Agriculture
Corporate monopolies are ever present in our society, and in our lives. They dominate nearly all of our 
industries ‒ from travel and tech, to clothing, energy utilities, banking, and certainly, our food system. 
This session explores the impact of corporate monopolies on our societies and ourselves, with particular 
examination on the livestock industry and the impacts of the big four meatpackers (Tyson, Cargill, National 
Beef, and JBS). We’ll discuss impacts to Montana’s ranchers and consumers, and learn about the upcoming 
opportunities we have to take action and fix the rigged monopoly system!

Celebrating Women Leadership at 
Northern Plains
From the first days of our founding, which included 
the election of Ellen Pfister as the first chair of 
Northern Plains, our organization has recognized, 
cultivated, and elevated the leadership of women. 
This session will include storytelling that celebrates 
the invaluable, outsized, and ongoing contributions 
by women in building and sustaining one of the 
most powerful grassroots organizations in the 
country. 

Programs and Speakers



Silent Auction
This year, we are excited to again host our traditional, in-person silent auction! The auction 
will run over the two days of the Annual Meeting, Nov. 11-12. We have great items donated 
from across Montana including local arts and crafts, memory-making trips, and special 
packages from Montana makers and small businesses. This year, the auction will also 
include an online component with a few special items open for bidding in late October. 
You don’t want to miss these! Many items were generously donated or even handmade by 
members of Northern Plains (thank you!). The auction is a great opportunity to take home 
a memorable treasure for you or a loved one. Be sure to use some of your break time to 
check out all the unique items and experiences we have to offer this year! 

Our auction plays a key role in strengthening Northern Plains work for the year ahead. 
Whether you’re a donator or a bidder (or both!), we appreciate all your help in making it a 
success!

If you have any questions about the auction, please contact Karen at (406) 248-1154, or 
email karen@northernplains.org.  

Bidding will close Saturday night, November 12 at 7:00PM.

Social Hours and Entertainment
Join us on Friday night following the Meeting of 
the Membership for the highly anticipated return 
of the Yellowstone Valley Citizens Council (YVCC) 
Cowboy Supper and Theater of the West! We are 
so excited to be able to gather in person this year. 
Come re-connect with folks over a shared meal and 
fun entertainment! The gathering will take place 
at 5:30 at First Congregational United Church of 
Christ (corner of 3rd Ave N & N 27th St).

Dessert Auction
With the return of in-person gathering, we are 
bringing back the beloved dessert live auction! 
We will have a wide variety of baked goods from 
members and local bakeries, certain to satisfy any 
sweet tooth. So be sure to join in on the fun following 
the Meeting of the Membership on Friday afternoon! 
Due to hotel restrictions, please refrain from eating 
your desserts at the venue. 



Registration Form - 2022 Annual Meeting (Early registration deadline: October 28)

Fill out and return this form to Northern Plains OR register online at northernplains.org/annual-meeting.

BROCHURE AND ELECTION BALLOT 
The slate of candidates put forward by the Nominations Committee will appear on a ballot mailed 
to all households whose dues are current. (The ballot is enclosed in this Annual Meeting brochure.) 
The seats you can vote on include officers and at-large delegates. BALLOTS WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE 
AT THE ANNUAL MEETING. The Board has determined that ballots must be received in the Northern 
Plains office by 5:30 PM on Thursday, November 10.

If you don’t have a ballot enclosed with this brochure, it means your membership has lapsed. If you 
wish to vote, renew your membership below and call the office at (406) 248-1154 to request a ballot.

STEP 1: Contact Information

Name(s)

Address  

Phone    Email

Note: Pricing is per person, kids 10 
and under are FREE

 Special dietary needs? 

STEP 2: Meeting Registration  

City    State  Zip 

By 
10/28 

Check this box if you will need childcare:   Friday    Saturday 

After 
10/28 

# of
people Amount

Full Registration (Member)
(includes ALL sessions, meals, and 
entertainment)


 $115  $125   x ___ =  $_____



  REGISTRATION SUBTOTAL $ ____________

STEP 3: Membership & Other Add-ons

Please renew my membership   $________

Endowment Donation   $________

I’d like to help underwrite: 

  $________

  $________

ADD-ONS SUBTOTAL (step 3)

REGISTRATION SUBTOTAL (step 2)

TOTAL PAYMENT $_______

STEP 4: Payment Method

CREDIT CARD

Card #          Exp. Date

Signature

CHECK (enclose & mail to address below)

STEP 5: Submit Registration
Detach this form & mail with payment to:

Northern Plains Resource Council
220 South 27th St., Suite A

Billings, Montana 59101

Resolutions: 
Send me Hard copies Email copies

My email address: ________________________   

Annual Meeting Scholarships   $________

Childcare Donation   $________

Full Registration (Non-Member)
(includes ALL sessions, meals, and 
entertainment)

 $125  $135   x ___ =  $_____

YVCC Cowboy Supper ONLY  $10  $15   x ___ =  $_____

Virtual (Member)  $40

Virtual (Non-Member)  $50

I would like a Scholarship Registration

 $0  

  x ___ =  $_____

  x ___ =  $_____

  x ___ =  $0



 

 

Sessions ONLY
(includes ALL sessions, NO meals)  $25


 $30


  x ___ =  $_____

In-Person Virtual



Northern Plains Resource Council
220 South 27th Street, Suite A

Billings, MT 59101
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2022 Annual Meeting 

November 11-12, 2022
DoubleTree Hotel
27 N 27th St, Billings

Hotel Reservations
The DoubleTree Hotel has set aside a limited number 
of rooms at a substantially discounted price. The 
deadline to reserve under the Northern Plains room 
block is October 27. Call (406) 252-7400.

Parking
The DoubleTree offers complimentary parking for 
guests at the garage connected to the hotel. Use 
adjacent Park II City Garage and sky bridge; validate 
parking at the front desk or registration table.


