
 
Help Yellowstone Gateway Communities preserve their sustainable way of life. 

 
 
Background 
 
During the 2021-2022 hunting season, 10% (19 wolves) of all wolves killed in Montana were taken 
in Wolf Management Units (WMU’s) 313 and 316 because of a change in hunting rules surrounding 
Yellowstone National Park. That’s 20% of all of Yellowstone’s wolves—a theoretically intact wolf 
population that the rest of the world depends on for research and science, let alone enjoyment and 
intrinsic value. In past years when quotas were in place, the Park would typically lose only 2% to 3% 
of wolves annually to hunting.  
 
WMUs 313 and 316 are just adjacent to the northern boundary of Yellowstone National Park. 
Wolves harvested there are members of packs with their primary territories inside of Yellowstone 
National Park that temporarily leave the park boundaries to pursue prey. 
 
Until these new regulations were passed, Montana maintained a harvest quota of one each for these 
WMUS north of Yellowstone, offering a sustainable trajectory for both the wolves and local wildlife 
viewing tourism.  
 
“These were some of the most viewable wolves in the lower 48, if not the world. In terms of 
drawing visitors, their value cannot be overstated,” says Cara McGary, owner of In Our Nature 
Guiding Services. 
 
The Facts: 
 

• Roughly $80 million in tourism revenue in Montana is directly linked to visitors coming to 
view wolves. 

• Wolves are not decimating elk: Both state and regional elk population numbers are above 
objective. 

• Not livestock either: In Park County broadly, Montana Livestock Loss Board reimbursed 
ranchers a mere $18,000 for livestock loss by wolf predation. 

• Wolves productively manage ungulate populations by culling weak and diseased individuals, 
effectively slowing the spread of Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD). 
 

Where to submit a comment:  
To comment on the FWP Commissions proposed wolf management regulations for 2022-3023, visit 
https://fwp.mt.gov/aboutfwp/public-comment-opportunities. Comment before July 21st, 2022! 
 
 
BCC’s response to the proposed 2022-2023 Wolf Hunt Regulations: 
 

1) Quotas around Yellowstone:  
• We are glad to see the FWP Commission’s reestablishing of quotas along the border 

of Yellowstone Park.  
• If the Commission creates a new single unit 313 (by combining 313 and 316), we 

advocate for a quota of 2 wolves taken from the entire unit. 
• However, we prefer that the Commissioners keep two wolf management units, 313 

and 316, and lower the quotas to 1 wolf from each unit. 

https://fwp.mt.gov/aboutfwp/public-comment-opportunities


o Two designated units allows FWP flexibility and accuracy, pinpointing 
management in each unit, if needed, as in cougar management.  

 
2) Placing caps on the numbers of wolves that can be killed: 

 
• We applaud the Commission and FWP’s return to using the accepted measuring stick for 

wolf populations: 
o Research has shown that harvest must exceed 29 to 48 percent of a wolf population before a 

decline is observed (Adams et al. 2008, Gude et al. 2012).*  
o However, we favor Lane G. Adams et al, “Population Dynamics and Harvest 

Characteristics of Wolves in the Central Brooks Range, Alaska,” Wildlife 
Monographs, 2010, which shows that if you take any more than 29% of a wolf 
population it is not sustainable. (Gude goes further, up to 48%) 

 
3) We agree with the Commissioners that the 313 harvest was disproportionate: 

• During the wolf trapping and hunting season in 2021–2022, a disproportionate number of wolves were 
harvested in former WMU 313 (18 of 85 taken within TD 3) with another 3 taken within former 
WMU 316. Although this single year of harvest is not sufficient to create any long-lasting biological 
harm to Montana's wolf population, vocal public sentiment has favored some limitation on future harvest 
within this southern portion of Region 3. 

 
4) We ask that FWP lower the overall quota in Montana to take no more than 29% maximum 

harvest that would prevent population decline.  
• The Commission contradicts itself: They claim to be committed to this cap by 

referencing the Adams and Gude papers.(see above*). 
• A quota of 450 would exceed the max 29 % percent that is sustainable. (Last year the 

goal was to take 50%, which the commission took as a mandate from the Legislature, a 
mandate with no basis in fact, science or even public opinion. The quota was not filled, 
but there is a good possibility that this year it will be. Last year the total count of wolves 
last year seems to have been inflated.) 

 
5) Please change back to a 12-hour reporting time (not 24 hrs.) so as not to exceed quotas at 

the close of the unit or season.   
 

6) We oppose managing wolves by trapping units—keep Wolf Management Units.  
 

7) We oppose trapping, night hunting, hunting over baiting. 
 

8) Please restore WMU 110 near Glacier, with a quota of 1 wolf. 
 

9) We ask the Commission to include any 313/316 quotas in the total threshold for Region 3, 
so that the count should be 72, if the quota is 10 and down from there. 

 
 
 


